
                                 
                                          As May 24th nears, the year of celebrating Laudato Si' draws to a close. 
                                          This does not mean the work of Laudato Si' is finished! This past year's droughts,
flooding, wild fires, freezing temperatures in Texas, and more unpredictable weather patterns are again
directing our attention to the changes of the earth.  These changes create devastating challenges for
farmers who grow the food we eat, drive families from their homes and homelands due to uninhabitable
conditions, and  create poor health conditions for those living in areas where pollution is greatest. 
   

Who: Pope Francis has called upon the whole Catholic Church (this means you!)
to transition to Integral Ecology by 2030.

      

What:  "Everything is connected. Concern for the environment thus needs to be joined to a sincere 
 love for our fellow human beings and an unwavering commitment to resolving the problems 

 of society." (LS 91)
 

 "We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental and the other social, but rather
 with one complex crisis which is both social and environmental. Strategies for a solution demand 
 an integrated approach to combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the same

 time protecting nature." (LS 139)
  

Where: Everywhere! In every religious order, family, diocese, school, 
university or college, hospital or health care center, business, and farm. 

When: The 7 year plan will officially kick off in October of 2021. 
We are beginning to form teams now to make plans as a province. 

 How: More information to come beginning the end of May 
Right now you can email jpic@sndusa.org to become a part of a Creation Team. 

And everyone can pray! 
Join the Global Catholic Climate Movement's Creation Care Prayer Network of communities 
committed to the healing of our common home through prayer and Eucharistic adoration. 

This network will pray for and accompany those most affected by climate and ecological injustice. 
You will receive monthly emails and participating congregations will be featured on a worldwide online map! 
 

To register for the prayer network, click here!!    
 

For the full list of Laudato Si' Week, May 17-24 events click here!   
          

Laudato Si' Year Comes to a Close...
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flaudatosipray.org%2f&c=E,1,i_ygObkaMFkHVRuD9v8NhTxERcgbaLG1yBlA9MG22f4IsNex7wHZWAK8oiRe-6_5folSvSLzpjSzNqHEhKkI1RI1-69TtpP4eCM4eKXwChu5&typo=1
https://laudatosipray.org/
https://laudatosipray.org/
https://laudatosiweek.org/
https://laudatosiweek.org/


  
 Racism: Racism is when - either consciously or unconsciously - a person believes that his or her own race or
ethnicity is superior, and therefore judges persons of other races or ethnicities as inferior.   
 In the past year, we have come to understand that merely saying "I am not racist" is not enough when the
actions of our bodies, the words from our mouths or our emotional tone do not match our statements. 
  
Anti-Racist: An anti-racist is someone who is supporting an antiracist policy through their actions or expressing
antiracist ideas. 
 

Ethnicity: Ethnicity is a social construct that divides people into smaller social groups based on characteristics
such as sense of shared group membership, values, language, political and economic interests, history and
ancestry. Asian: Chinese, Korean, etc.; European: German, Italian, etc.; Latino/Hispanic: Honduran, Mexican, etc.
 
Ethnicity is an issue for those who have lost their ethnicity by being forcibly brought to another country as
slaves. It is also an issue for those who are members of Indigenous tribes in America. As they were forced
further west and into smaller land spaces, many lost their heritage including their ancestral burial grounds,
sacred sites, and identities of being nomads, hunters, fishers, farmers, etc. due to their new living conditions.  
 
People of Color: The collective term for referring to all non-white racial and/or non-European ethnic
groups. This includes: Asian peoples (Korean, Filipino etc.), African peoples (Sudanese, Ugandan, etc.), Black
peoples, Caribbean peoples (Haitian, Jamaican, Dominican, etc.) Latino peoples (Cuban, Mexican, etc.), Middle
Eastern peoples (Iranian, Lebanese, etc.)  Native American or Indigenous peoples (Chumash, Seminole,
Wyandot, etc.) and Pacific Islander (Samoan, Guinean, etc). 

                                                                                    ...Continued on page 3

 

        
At the end of this month it will be one year since the killing of
George Floyd by a former Minneapolis police officer.  It was this
very act and the global response to it that opened our eyes to a
pivotal moment in race relations in this country. 
 

   The Sisters of Notre Dame were prompted to begin opening not
just our eyes, but our minds and hearts as well  to a better
understanding of race, racism, equity and justice.  How much has
changed in this year? What are we doing to make the world a fairer
place for black and brown people? What concrete ideas do you
have to share?
      

     

Anti-Racism is an Ongoing Commitment 

 

      Maybe we are all growing a little weary, as we grapple with how to plan for concrete future actions. Perhaps
we could all benefit from a reminder and time to reflect on what we have learned so far and how much is left to
learn and understand. 
  
Reflection:   What has changed in my own dialogue and language on race? Language can always be used to
engage and support communities or to provoke and divide communities. How do I understand the following
words?
 



Sr. Joyce Marie Bates

 Following the verdict in the Derek Chauvin trial, many congregations responded with this message that now is
the time to work for "real and sustained systemic change in the struggle to end institutional racism in every
aspect of our society."  Click here to read the Global Sisters Report full article.   

 Spotlight on...
Responding to the Crisis at the Border

Sr. Roseanna Mellert, SND

                                                          Each day brought new challenges and new opportunities for God to work
                                                          in unexpected, beautiful ways. One day when we really had little food in the
pantry to feed all of these hungry people, we prayed morning prayer together and Sr. Roseanna added "We
need bread, Lord." Sure enough, in the afternoon, a van pulled up with a large donation of all the food we
needed! "Radiant Rain God, you come to us unexpectedly like a sudden April rainfall. You refresh our tired desire to
give ourselves fully to you." Each  day we were testing everyone for COVID as soon as they arrived, so that we
could keep people separated and prevent spreading the virus.  Some nights, so many people stayed overnight
that they were sleeping in the hallways, wherever there was space. 

 The day Bishop James Tamayo visited, we were so afraid we were
 going to run out of food for supper. I was sure we had run out, and 
when I went back to the cart, we had another whole pan full of 
chicken! A miracle of the multiplication of the chicken! 
Our morning prayer the next morning, 
     "The Patient One: You patiently wait for me to return when I am 
                                    endlessly absorbed in useless fretting."  
God knew my fretting about not enough food, and as always,
 God provided!

Every day there were more people, and we worried about having to 
turn them away, but we always found room and food for everyone. 
As we prepared to return home, I couldn't help but reflect on how much
hope there is here at the border, and yet there is still so much left for these families to face in their
journey. Many will have to appear before a judge. They face the chance of deportation. So many will work
in servitude to pay back the person who sponsored them, not to mention the mixed welcomes they will
receive daily.  Through it all God will remain by their side. My ongoing prayer is that they find a better life
here. 

       When the request came from Catholic Charities through the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious for assistance at the U.S.-Mexico border, Sr.
Joyce Marie Bates, SND, of Toledo and Sr. Roseanna Mellert, SND of Chardon
stepped forward to help bring hope and comfort to immigrants and asylum
seekers. 
  

On our first day at the Humanitarian Respite Center run by Catholic Charities,
Laredo, Texas, we went right to work on making breakfast, followed by bean
taco lunch, assembling hygiene kits, and washing piles of laundry!  We were
working in a facility that had only been opened for one month, so every plan
was still being worked out and routines were being established. By day two,
we were working the "night shift" 2 pm until 10 pm or as late as 12:30 am,
while the Sisters of Saint Joseph worked the early mornings until 2 pm.  

 

https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/news/blog/monday-starter-praising-chauvins-conviction-sisters-call-wider-reform
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